
Features
The 6010A loudspeakers stand a bit over 7 1/2” high with a 4
3/4” width and 4 1/2” depth, weighing in at just over 3 lbs. The
housing is cast aluminum (available in white, silver or dark
gray) in the now familiar Genelec Minimum Diffraction Enclosure
(MDE) with their Directivity Control Waveguide (DCW). The two-
way system features a 3” woofer and 3/4” metal dome tweeter

with internal biamplification rated at
12 W for each component. Free field
frequency response is rated at 74
Hz to 18 kHz (+/- 2.5 dB). A stereo
pair is rated to produce 102 dB SPL
peak output (half space @ 1m, with
music program).

The 5040A is a down-firing cast
aluminum dome subwoofer that
stands just under 10” with a 12”
diameter and weighing just under
14 lbs. A 40 W internal amp drives a
6 1/2” woofer. Frequency response
is rated at 35 Hz to 85 Hz (LFE chan-
nel to 120Hz) with a 98 dB SPL (half
space @ 1m with short term sine
waves). 

Interface
The 6010As can be used without the
5040A, fed directly from the unbal-
anced stereo mini-jack output typi-
cal to computer outputs and iPods,
the preamp outputs of a receiver
and so on (input to the 6010As is via
RCA jacks). The performance is, as
one would expect, light years
beyond those of typical computer
speakers. 

The additional capabilities of the
5040A are what make this combi-
nation of speakers a true system,
well beyond the obvious LF exten-
sion. The sub incorporates a full
bass management system for up
to 5.1 surround (including LFE
input). A stereo mini jack and an

RCA pair accommodate front-channel input (both can be
used simultaneously). All other inputs and outputs utilize
RCA jacks save for one additional 1/8” mini jack for the
delightful wired volume control supplied with the 5040A—
also in a die-cast housing shaped exactly like the 5040A in
miniature. Also included are LF phase control in 90-degree
steps and sub level control. Both the 6010As and the 5040A
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For applications centered around computers, such as a producer approv-
ing mixes from his office or an engineer mixing on a laptop, typical stu-
dio monitors are not always practical or effective, though quality play-
back remains crucial. Genelec has addressed the needs of this class of
professional listener with a no-compromise system designed specifical-
ly for computer interface and desktop monitoring. The diminutive 6010A
loudspeaker follows the form and function of Genelec’s 8000 series in
a sub-compact format. When married with the companion 5040A sub-
woofer, the result is a full bandwidth, full fidelity system for stereo and
surround monitoring, tailored to the application.
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incorporate dip-switch controls for LF
control—roll-off on the 5040A; “bass tilt”
shelving filters and a 200 Hz centered 4
dB filter to compensate for desktop reflec-
tions in the 6010A. 

In Use
Setup of the 6010As and 5040A is a snap,
even without Genelec’s quick setup guide.
For optimum performance, however, it’s
hoped the user will at least follow the sim-
ple steps outlined to calibrate the sub
phase and adjust the various dip-switch
settings for a given installation. I both fol-
lowed the guidelines and rang out the sys-
tem with a Sencore SP495 Audio Consultant
test set. Aside from a minor
level tweak to the sub vol-
ume when aided by
measurement, I got my
best performance with
the settings in the posi-
tions Genelec recom-
mends in the setup
guide—hardly surprising,
these guys are pros.

I’ve reviewed a number
of different Genelec 8000
models since the line’s
inception finding marked-
ly consistent performance
— the significant differ-
ences between models of
the analog-only branch of
the line being the LF
extension. That consisten-
cy holds true with the
6010As—clarity, transient
performance, imaging and
balance are all excellent.
The 5040A is a solid-per-
forming subwoofer, per-
haps not quite, as ex-
pected, in the class of
Genelec’s superlative 7000
series, but smoothly and

seamlessly extending the low end of the
6010As. I listened to reference material on
the system over an extended period with no
fatigue and great satisfaction, be the source
a computer, iPod or the line out of my
Benchmark DAC1.

Conclusion
Described by Genelec as a “first step” into
professional monitoring for fixed installa-
tion, home, studio, and portable use, the
6010A/5040A system has the quality nec-
essary to be considered in many applica-
tions a logical final step to improve desktop
and small environment monitoring in both
form and function.

Fast Facts
Applications

Commercial Studio; Project Studio; Audio and
Video Editing Suites; Portable Production;
Home and Office

Key Features
Powered Monitors, 2.0 to 5.1 configurations,
computer/consumer interface, volume con-
troller (with sub).

Price
$375 (each) 6010A Powered monitor; $750
5040A Powered subwoofer with remote vol-
ume control

Contact
Genelec | www.genelec.com

� Compact, inte
gral bass manage-
ment in sub, easy
interface, superb
sonics 

�Where the 
subwoofer is used,
all wiring must
travel to and from
sub, long unbal-
anced cable runs
are possible if
used in surround
configuration.

Product Points

Score The 6010A/5040A combination brings Genelec quality
monitoring with an application-specific design to a host of new users.

“ The diminutive 6010A loudspeaker follows the form and function of Genelec’s 8000
series in a sub-compact format. When married with the companion 5040A subwoofer,
the result is a full bandwidth, full fidelity system for stereo and surround monitoring,
tailored to the application.”
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